Survivor Says Goose
Seemech SplitOpen

Patt added, “forced him out of the
splintering plane while still seated.

“I went flying right through the
bulkhead between the captain and
myself,” the doctor related. Then,
Patt continued, he found himself
out of the plane and ‘‘under two
or three feet of water — still in my

SAN JUAN, P.R. (AP)
survivor of a Frlday plane crash off
Puerto Rico’s east coast related
Saturday how the plane sank just a
few minutes after it hit an ocean
swell “that was like a brick wall.”

Dr. Richard Patt, a-25-year-old

hysician from Boston,
Rlassachusetts told how the plane
bounced once, then seemed to
split open when it barreled into a
wall of water.
“The force of the colhslon,

seat.”

“It was like an ejection,” he

said.

Patt, and his wife Athea. were
(See GOOSE, Page 2)
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i | apparently preceeded the crash
cames about ten minutes after the
plane had left St. Thomas. ‘“The
purr of the engine su
changed,” Dr. Patt recalled. “It
started sputtecing.”
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All but two of the passengers| George
survived, npomay wlmt
‘“‘1?:3 Injuries. N

¢ two other passengers,
H:pohto Castro and Jullo Ortiz,
are presumed drowned. The Coast
Guard has called off the search for
the two men,

A few minutes after impact the
wreckage of the amphibian plane
sank bencath the choppy vmm.

they were rescued
Guard hellcopter.

other survivors had only mi
Injuries.
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throttle,” the survivor added, ““and

added, and the piot shouted,
‘“Grab your li!obolts. TMym
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rvivors, including pllot
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One big concerm of the
was that
Oofe rescuc
spotted them. Dr. Patt
related how 2 number of small

planes passed In the generl area
wubout seeing them.

The pilot is not believed to have
had time to get off a disaster
signal. The plane was down about
an hour before suthorities were
aware It was missing. The first
word of trouble apparently came
about five p.m. when the Federal
Aviation Agency tower in St
Thomas reported the plane more
than one hour overdue in arriving
in Fajardo.

The first planes that passed in
the area, it is assumed, may not
have known of the accident.

Finally a small plane spotted
two of the survivors who had
drifted away some distance from
the main group of swimmers, the
?lme then began to scour the area

other survivors, Dr. Patt
explained, and eveatually located

all of the survivare
* The planc started making a
figure eight,” the doctor said. Hc
and his companlons interpreted
this as a sign they had been seen.
Shortly afwrwards a U.S. Coast
Guard helicopter came on scene,
and picked up the twuumm in
what the called *‘an
astronauts chalr.” Six of them,
including Patt and his wife, were
rebr?ed‘h&o gearb (hl?lt:‘n ’island
where the Navy a firing range
and a manned observation point,
From there the group was
transferred to the hospital st the
US. N Base at ba, on the
Puerto an cast coast. The base
is near the El Conguistador Hotel,
a luxury resort w the Pattes
an.- mtlonln%
The Pattes were released
Saturday from the hospital.
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