
 

The Gar Wood Mansion was a sprawling 43-room estate on 
Detroit's Grayhaven Island, built by speedboat inventor Gar Wood 

in 1927 along the Detroit River. It is famous for its grand 
features like an extensive boat house (including flying boat), 

indoor pool and world's largest pipe organ inside a home. Gar 
sold the property in the late forties as his retirement kept him in 

Miami at his Fisher Island property.   

Greyhaven was abandoned for almost 2 decades before it was 
leased by 19-year-old Mark Hoover in 1969. It became legendary 

as a counterculture hub for rock bands like Stonefront and 
visiting musicians such as Sly & the Family Stone and The Allman 

Brothers, Johnny Winter, Cactus, with Leon Russlel even 
recording there. 

After the music came the motorcycle gangs and the continued 
decline of the majestic property.  

In June of 1976, a fire destroyed Greyhaven. 

The incredible property stood for nearly fifty years with a 
bizarre history for more than half of it. 

 

Read more with a quick google Gar Wood’s Grayhaven. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=76156e36b6817723&sxsrf=ANbL-n45PoAGy98MUxxHvvVXJjBdyyVj4w%3A1769201285077&q=Stonefront&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiTkoixxKKSAxVbDjQIHcjCCEkQxccNegQIGhAC&mstk=AUtExfDDlSPV51GskEzv2bgQynepskrpuxSugHLy-A4YZG7wVfCx7PtxvjkCWQy_9OehXF0QYAfJsOdDtZtT8xa4uqgC5JVJSSRaat0knMwIhKfb5WaO__GshybD0e2rxPX6KYs2n3gMhFJurhqArVVsEWjJhO4DE0S74RkfVB5tPZjEgK1UVKohFL1Wcg_o0c7GsHoRDfy_WxsFhBqmH67itvi2bOYxozZCk6bB_NXdw4R2BAsfMaclwEsvK_2uN9hWi5aP42SbUwlE-C9uIC7FHh55&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=76156e36b6817723&sxsrf=ANbL-n45PoAGy98MUxxHvvVXJjBdyyVj4w%3A1769201285077&q=Sly+%26+the+Family+Stone&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiTkoixxKKSAxVbDjQIHcjCCEkQxccNegQIGhAD&mstk=AUtExfDDlSPV51GskEzv2bgQynepskrpuxSugHLy-A4YZG7wVfCx7PtxvjkCWQy_9OehXF0QYAfJsOdDtZtT8xa4uqgC5JVJSSRaat0knMwIhKfb5WaO__GshybD0e2rxPX6KYs2n3gMhFJurhqArVVsEWjJhO4DE0S74RkfVB5tPZjEgK1UVKohFL1Wcg_o0c7GsHoRDfy_WxsFhBqmH67itvi2bOYxozZCk6bB_NXdw4R2BAsfMaclwEsvK_2uN9hWi5aP42SbUwlE-C9uIC7FHh55&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=76156e36b6817723&sxsrf=ANbL-n45PoAGy98MUxxHvvVXJjBdyyVj4w%3A1769201285077&q=The+Allman+Brothers&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiTkoixxKKSAxVbDjQIHcjCCEkQxccNegQIGhAE&mstk=AUtExfDDlSPV51GskEzv2bgQynepskrpuxSugHLy-A4YZG7wVfCx7PtxvjkCWQy_9OehXF0QYAfJsOdDtZtT8xa4uqgC5JVJSSRaat0knMwIhKfb5WaO__GshybD0e2rxPX6KYs2n3gMhFJurhqArVVsEWjJhO4DE0S74RkfVB5tPZjEgK1UVKohFL1Wcg_o0c7GsHoRDfy_WxsFhBqmH67itvi2bOYxozZCk6bB_NXdw4R2BAsfMaclwEsvK_2uN9hWi5aP42SbUwlE-C9uIC7FHh55&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=76156e36b6817723&sxsrf=ANbL-n45PoAGy98MUxxHvvVXJjBdyyVj4w%3A1769201285077&q=The+Allman+Brothers&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiTkoixxKKSAxVbDjQIHcjCCEkQxccNegQIGhAE&mstk=AUtExfDDlSPV51GskEzv2bgQynepskrpuxSugHLy-A4YZG7wVfCx7PtxvjkCWQy_9OehXF0QYAfJsOdDtZtT8xa4uqgC5JVJSSRaat0knMwIhKfb5WaO__GshybD0e2rxPX6KYs2n3gMhFJurhqArVVsEWjJhO4DE0S74RkfVB5tPZjEgK1UVKohFL1Wcg_o0c7GsHoRDfy_WxsFhBqmH67itvi2bOYxozZCk6bB_NXdw4R2BAsfMaclwEsvK_2uN9hWi5aP42SbUwlE-C9uIC7FHh55&csui=3

