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Lee F. Laster is currently retired. He has approximately 25 years of law en-
forcement experience. 
 
Lee entered the FBI in 1962 as a Special Agent and retired in 1985 as an As-
sistant Director. 
 
While in the Bureau he served in 12 different offices throughout his career 
and was involved in all kinds of investigations including criminal matters such 
as bank robberies, fugitives, frauds, civil rights and foreign counter intelli-
gence. 
 
Later in his career he became the Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the 
Philadelphia Office, the Special Agent in Charge of the Honolulu FBI Office, 
Brooklyn-Queens FBI Office and the Kansas City FBI Office. From 1980 until 
his retirement five years later he was in Charge of the New York FBI Office 
with approximately 2000 employees, 750 vehicles, 5 airplanes and one heli-
copter. After retiring from the FBI, he was a Vice President in charge of Secu-
rity with Loomis Armored. He returned to Hawaii in 1987 where he had his 
own investigative business until he fully retired. 
 
While serving in the FBI he was involved personally or supervised a number of 
interesting investigations: 
 
• He personally arrested two Top Ten Fugitives, one of whom was wanted 

for killing a Police Officer and the other as a “hit man” for the Mafia who 
allegedly assassinated at least 8 people. 

• Started one of the first “sting” operations with the Honolulu Chief of Police 
Francis Keala which involved six FBI Agents and six Police Officers. Two 
FBI Agents which he brought from the mainland were undercover for over 
a year in Honolulu. The case resulted in 125 convictions and was known as 
Hukilau. The senior officer was Douglas Gibb who succeeded Keala as 
Chief of Police. 

• Based somewhat on his experience with Hukilau when he was transferred 
to take over the Brooklyn-Queens FBI Office he supervised the beginning 
of the FBIs first major political corruption case known as ABSCAM. Eventu-
ally ABSCAM resulted in the conviction of several major political figures to 
include one US Senator and four US Representatives.  

• While in charge of the New York Office all five bosses of the New York Ma-
fia families were arrested and convicted. 

OCTOBER SPEAKER 
 

Lee Laster, left, is a retired FBI Assistant Director 
who ran four FBI offices, to include Honolulu. His 
first 10 years were under J. Edgar Hoover and his 
last few years he served under Director William 
Webster whom he believes was a superb leader. 
He and Darlene met and heard Director Comey 
speak twice at the Honolulu FBI Office and he was 
fired a few days after the latter. Lee sometimes 
wonders how Director Comey stayed out of jail. 
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Prior to the FBI Lee served in the Air Force as an enlisted man serving in Korea 1951 to 1952. He 
later was commissioned in the US Army Combat Engineers. After graduating from the University of 
the Ozarks with a BS in Math and Physics, he taught math in High School and coached football for 
four years. He and Darlene have been married for 29 years. He has one daughter, a retired RN, 
two grandsons, six great grandsons and one great granddaughter. 
 
GREAT NEWS - All vaccination restrictions at both of our luncheon locations, October 26 An-
nual Meeting luncheon at the JCC and the Christmas Gala at the Waialae Country Club on Decem-
ber 10, have been lifted. 
 
PARKING INSTRUCTIONS FOR OCTOBER 26 LUNCHEON AT JCC - Parking en-
trance is at the very first entrance upward. You may park on level 2, 3, or 4 and proceed to the 
opposite end of that floor where you will see the elevator. Take that elevator to the 5th floor 
where our luncheon will be located. You will see a parking machine as you exit the elevator. - DO 
NOT PUT YOUR PARKING STUB IN THAT MACHINE as you need a stamp that 
gives you a lower rate - $8.00 per car. After the luncheon you can use this machine to avoid a 
lineup at the exit. There will be plenty of parking so park near the elevator. Once you arrive on the 
5th floor in the elevator, turn right and you will see the doors to the ballroom across the hallway. 
There will be a check-in desk inside those doors where you will check-in for the meeting and get 
your parking ticket validated for the $8.00 rate. 
 
THANKS TO HENRY BLAKSTAD - Henry has been very generous in sharing his earnings in 
real estate, stocks and other investments with us in order to keep our luncheon costs reasonable. 
Thanks, Henry, for sharing with your Pan Am family. 
 
OUR HEARTS ARE SADDENED - During the last few days we have lost two of the driving 
forces behind our Pan Am Historical Association organization:  
 
C.W. “PETE” RUNNETTE - PRESIDENT, PAHF - Pete was our first and on-
ly President of the PAHF but because of failing health, by overwhelming 
vote, he was made President Emeritus. While Pan Am was alive and 
well, he served as VP Atlantic Division based in London before moving 
to the Pan Am Building in New York. There will be an entire dedication 
of an issue of the PA Clipper newsletter soon. In the meantime there is 
a Memoriam of Pete by Doug Miller, our PanAm.org webmaster.  
 
I had been on the PAHF BOD since I became president of the Pan Am Associa-
tion—Aloha Chapter in 2001, I believe. We are scattered all around so our meetings are usually 
held on zoom. My first BOD meeting to attend in person was at the Pan Am Celebration in SFO 
when we celebrated the anniversary of the first US Mail Martin M-130 flying boat flight on the 
SFO/HNL/Midway/Wake/Guam/MNL route and return to prove we could do it. I went down to the 
BOD meeting in our hotel at the designated time and as I walked in, Pete said “Sorry, this is a pri-
vate meeting” not recognizing me. I turned around and left. That night at our cocktail party he 
had to apologize for turning me away and every time he saw me the few times I attended in per-
son, he always apologized again. About 10 years ago Pete needed a new Secretary on the BOD 
and he begged me to accept, which I finally did. Pete never forgot how embarrassed he was and I 
always enjoyed laughing about it as he was always the “perfect gentleman”. 
 
JEFFREY KRIENDLER - VP - PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR PAN AM for many years. 

 
Our hearts are sad this morning as we have lost one of our best members, our man 
in Miami. Jeff was our VP - Communications in New York for as long as I can re-
member. He knew everybody worldwide and the first time I met him was when he 
came out to HNL to join our hotel search committee for the 2014 Pan Am Retirees 
Convention. At the time he was having some health problems but he was a trooper 
and kept up with the rest of us. He needed a new kidney and waited a long time but 
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IMPORTANT: THERE WILL BE NO OCTOBER ISSUE.  
 
I have signed up for the World Wings Cruise Convention and will be out of 
town for 3 weeks. Therefore this issue has reservation forms for both the 
October meeting and the December Gala Luncheon at Waialae Country 
Club (page 5). You are encouraged to save the December Gala reserva-
tion form from this issue as the November newsletter may not get to 
the mailboxes in time, especially for those who receive the hard copy 
via USPS. Better yet, don’t wait. Send the form and payment in early, at your convenience.  
 
Notes on the gala:  Check-in will begin at 10:30 AM and the buffet lunch will be served at 11:30. 
There have been some rule changes at WCC and we can no longer sell chits for the bar. There-
fore the bar will not be open for wine, beer or soft drinks. There will be unlimited coffee, decaf cof-
fee, hot tea, iced tea and plantation tea. 
 
The date is Saturday, December 10th. The following day, Sunday, December 11th is the date of 
the Honolulu Marathon. Those of you planning to fly over from the outer islands or the mainland 
might want to be aware of that and plan your trip accordingly. 
 

finally received a new one. Apparently he fell in his apartment nearly a week ago and unfortu-
nately did not survive. He will be greatly missed as he was working on several projects for PAHF 
in Miami. The next issue of the PA Clipper will feature his story. RIP, Jeff. 
 
DON’T FORGET TO SEND IN YOUR CHECK FOR THE ANNUAL LUNCHEON MEETING TO 
BE HELD AT THE JCC on Wednesday, October 26th. There will be a tasty buffet lunch including 
dessert and your choice of beverage. We had to guarantee 40 people so call your friends and 
good idea to carpool as the parking is $8.00 PER CAR. 
 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED - We have two openings on the Board of Directors for the coming 3-
year term. Please call your President if you are interested in serving. One BOD meeting per 
month and a computer address for communications. We also need a new Editor for our local  Alo-
ha Clipper Newsletter.  

Dee Myers 

MAHALO NUI LOA 
 
President Darlene Laster volunteered to write the above pages for the newsletter. Her assistance 
is greatly appreciated. 
 
THE STEWARDESS WHO FORGOT TO RETIRE 

 
That is the answer Beth Wilkins gave to passengers and others who wondered 
why she continued flying for United during her senior years. On August 31st, 
United Airlines included a 2 page tribute to Beth in their employee newsletter 
ending with: Congratulations, Beth, on a wonderful career! At 92 years of age, 
Beth has earned the titles of world’s oldest and longest-serving flight attendant. 
Thank you for your many years of service and the care, curiosity and kindness 
you brought to your job and customers every day. Enjoy a very well-deserved re-
tirement. 
 
Beth began her long career with Pan Am in 1956. She loved learning about the 

people and culture of the people in the countries to which she flew. Nothing ever seemed to 
bother her. She was kind to everyone. When her friend, Pan Amer Marleane Thompson-Mitchell, 
got involved with the Tom Dooley Foundation as a volunteer and started a stewardess vacation-
volunteer program, Beth was in it from the start. Pan Am provided free stand-by travel and even 
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granted leave time to interested stewardesses to go to Nepal or other 
Dooley locations to work in small villages as teachers, nurses (if quali-
fied) and helpers in various other ways. 
 
The program was open to stewardesses of other airlines as well. Dee 
Myers, a United flight attendant, got involved. Later she and Beth 
launched a training program for stewardesses to participate in the 
Dooley project. Both Beth and Dee retired this month on September 
1st. 
 
GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN . . . 
 
Kathleen Ruth Heirakuji, 93, of Kailua passed away on August 7th. She was the widow of 
Richard “Dick” Heirakuji who was a well-known and liked Pan Am Cargo Supervisor. 

The photo above appeared in an issue of the “Pacific Overseas” company news. Jack Smith has 
many issues of the news among his memorabilia. Many of you will see familiar names and faces 
of Honolulu station personnel. The accompanying article explained the occasion: 
Honolulu’s airport “crew” got together for an impromptu and informal coffee “hour” in the Clipper 
Lounge recently to congratulate Airport Manager Dick Conley on his 25th anniversary with Pan 
Am, prior to a formal presentation of the 25-year pin by Regional Director William J. Mullahey. 
Left to right: first row, Jack Smith, Walter Dieter, Henrietta Freitas, Larry Look. Second row, John 
Vierra, Hugh Sprague, W.C. Scott, Melva Melancon, Kay Akona, Kayo Watanabe, Marie Cundiff, 
Carl Carvalho, Don Parrish. Standing, Art Jensen (from SFO), Jerry McCarthy, Rus Hockett, Dick 
Ott, Herb Okerlund, Pris Howell, Dick Conley, Oscar Carlson, Beryl Pierce, Margaret O’Leary, Con 
White, Ray Robinson, Denny Sunderlund, John Castello, Lloyd Johnson, Kay Martin, Tony Adams, 
and Ed Herold. 
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Annual Gala Reservation 
Luncheon at Waialae Country Club 

December 10, 2022 
Social Hour starts:  10:30 

Buffet Service Begins:  11:30 
$50 per person (Includes tax, tip and parking) 

 
 Name & Dept. ____________________________________________________ $50.00 
  
 Guest ___________________________________________________________ $50.00 
 
 Guest ___________________________________________________________ $50.00 
  (Add separate list of guests if more space required.) 

 
 Total enclosed _________________________________________ $_______________ 
   
  
 
 Make check payable to: PAA.       Send to: 
 Darlene Laster, 501 Hahaione St. APT 18K Honolulu, HI 96825-1451 

 Darlene must receive your check and reservation for the Gala 
 no later than December 1st. 

 

Annual Meeting Reservation 
 

 Next Meeting—October 26, 2022 
Japanese Cultural Center, 5th Floor 

 2454 S. Beretania St. 
11:00 Social hour, 11:30 Buffet Lunch 

$40.00 per person (Includes tip) 
Important: Darlene must receive your check by October 19th. 

 
 Member Name _______________________________________________ $40.00 
 
 Guest Name  ________________________________________________  $40.00 
        
         Total    _________________ 
 
 Make check payable to PAA and send to: 
 Darlene Laster, 501 Hahaione Street,  APT 18K, Honolulu, HI 96825-1451 
  
 NOTE:  If you received this newsletter electronically and would like to attend the meeting, 
 print this page or enclose a note with your check, stating your name and what the check is 
 for. 
 



PAA Hawaii Aloha Chapter Officers 
 

Darlene Carver Laster President & Chapter Chair  Darleelas@aol.com  808-394-8981 
Carol Weiss-Suyderhoud V/P, Meetings Coordinator/  carolws@hawaii.rr.com  808-396-5225 
 Speaker Chair 
John Medlock Treasurer/Membership  johnmiii@earthlink.net  808-347-7404 
Marie Jahnsen Secretary    marie.jahnsen@gmail.com         832-752-4982  
Al Chun Annual Gala Coordinator  alhwchun@gmail.com  808-395-0525 
Mae Takahashi Annual Gala Co-Chair   takten@hawaii.rr.com  808-218-7773 
Diane VanderZanden Editor, Aloha Clipper   alohadvz@gmail.com  808-200-4322 
Eric Wong Director    eric@onestopwd.com  808-220-3145 
Katie Yoshioka Director    katie.yoshioka@ubs.com  808-258-8371  
    
Newsletter Items: 
If you have any news item that would be of interest, please call Diane VanderZanden at 808-200-4322 or send mail to 500 Lunalilo 
Home Road, #26-D, Honolulu, HI 96825-1734 or by e-mail: alohadvz@gmail.com. 
 

 

Members, we encourage you to print this page and give the application below to 
your Pan Am friends who are not members. If you are a former employee and not a 
member of the Aloha Chapter of the Pan Am Association, we encourage you to 
complete and submit the application below and help keep our association healthy. 
Thank you. 

PAN AM ASSOCIATION—ALOHA CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Please check all applicable boxes and complete all applicable lines. 

 
 □  Renewal    □  New Member 
 □  Retiree—Pan Am retiree who received lump sum pension or is receiving PBGC checks. 
 □  Associate—All other former Pan Am employees 
 □  Ohana—Child or relative of above; sponsored person with close connection to Pan Am 
   (subject to BOD approval).  
 
PRINT CLEARLY PLEASE     Date: _______________________ 
 

Name: _________________________________________  Spouse: ______________________ 
  Last   First 
 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
  Street    Apt #  City      State  ZIP code 
 

Home Phone: ______________ Cell phone: _________________ E-mail: ________________ 
 
 Would you like to receive the newsletter by e-mail, which is in color?   Yes _____________  No ____________ 
 

Retiree/Associate: Dept: __________________  PAA Service: ____ Receiving Pension?______ 
        # of years worked      Yes or No 

Ohana: Pls. state category & PAA sponsor (See above):_______________________________________ 
 

 
 Annual Membership:  □ $  30 US Residents □ $  35 Overseas residents 
 Lifetime Membership:  □ $150 US Residents □ $175 Overseas residents 
Please make check payable to PAA (Pan Am Association) and send with this application to: 

John Medlock, 411 Kaelepulu Drive, APT F, Kailua, HI 96734-3309 


