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Wellingtonians have long been aware of this date, 25 June 1954, when the TEAL Solent service to 
Australia ceased.   Contrary to some opinions, the reason has nothing to do with Wellington's 
weather.  Rather it's the bigger reason that TEAL decided to transfer its operations to land-based aircraft, 
initially with ex BCPA DC-6 airliners.  Wellington couldn’t handle land-based aircraft until October 1959 
when the new airport at Rongotai was ready for service.   
   
Residents with a long memory will recall that although Wellington went without an international air 
service for five long years, the opening of Wellington International Airport welcomed an entirely new era 
of aviation to the capital.   
   
Ironically the first trans-Tasman service for 5 decades was inaugurated by TEAL, using Lockheed L-188 
Electras.  Several years later the Electra's were replaced by DC-8s, and shortly after that TEAL was 
renamed Air New Zealand in 1965.   
   
Since then, the airport has operated continuously without a major accident.  Long-range operations out 
of Wellington to Asia and beyond won't be possible until the airport's runway is lengthened to 
accommodate aircraft such as the Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner and Boeing 777-300ER.   
   



Most Air New Zealand services out of Wellington are currently operated by Airbus A320s and A321Neo 
airliners.  ATR 72-600 turboprop aircraft are used for regional domestic services, and Bombardier Q300 
smaller turboprops for short regional routes.  Qantas and Jetstar also operate flights to Australia and Fiji 
Airlines to Fiji.   
   
For further details about how TEAL disposed of its flying boats please read "Farewell to the TEAL 
Solents" elsewhere on this website.  
   
The following news items from Wellington's Evening Post newspaper describes the days leading up 
to the departure of the last TEAL Solent on 25 June 1954.  
   
   
Evening Post 23 June 1954  
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             The Evening Post 26 June 1954  
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The Evening Post's 'Farewell to the Solents' photo.  The aircraft is ZK-AMO Aranui, now  
on display at MOTAT in Auckland.  
 
 
 
   



 
TEAL's flying boat base with a Solent berthed at the pontoon at Evans Bay.  Used for several 
decades by the Air Training Corps and Sea Cadets, the old TEAL terminal building was destroyed by 
fire in December 2006.  
   

 
The very rare occasion when three TEAL Solents were together at Evans Bay.  



   

 
The British designed TEAL flying boat terminal taken from the pontoon.  A Civil Aviation 
Administration launch is seen tied up where the Solents were usually moored.    
The terminal was demolished after being badly damaged by fire in December 2006.  
   



 
A TEAL Solent being maneuvered into the pontoon after arriving from Sydney.    

 
A TEAL Solent securely moored inside the purpose-built pontoon.   



   

 
Passengers embark onto a TEAL Solent at Evans Bay, Wellington.  
   



 
Passengers from Sydney enter TEAL's flying boat terminal at Evans Bay, Wellington.  
   



 
TEAL's flying boat terminal with a newly arrived Solent from Sydney moored in the pontoon.  This 
photo was taken from Hataitai Beach.  
   



 
A Google street view of the old TEAL flying boat terminal at Cog Park, Hataitai.  Note the pontoon 
used to disembark and board passengers have been removed and sent to RNZAF Hobsonville in 
Auckland.   
   



 
Crowds of well-wishers bid a Solent farewell as it moves away from the pontoon prior to take-off.   
 


