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An editorial

Decision is needed on reliever airport

ha i)

If-the state Legislature does nothing s ol 5 blast zone from an ammunition storage
else of major importance this year, it area which the Navy says can’t be re: i
should at least make a clear decision duced.

on a site for a general aviation reliever
airport on Oahu.

Yet the danger is that once again the
Legislature will fail to act, with its N\ ~
members divided. failing to appreciate
the urgency of the issue, or taking ref-
uge in unviable alternatives.

THIS IS one of those issues where it
1s easiest for lawmakers to do nothing. g
Ihu can rationalize they are saving b
ey avoid antagonizing con- >
except the minority involved )

The report said the committee '‘don-
cluded that the problems connected
with the Waipio site are greater in
number and more serious in nature
than proponents of this location havé
realized.”

@ Factors for Poamoho include these
points: There are relatively few nearby
residents who might be disturbed ‘b¥
noise. There is room for later expan-
sion, but meantime some cane land
taken could be leased back for continu-
ing agricultural use.

While it is remote, the site fits in lhc
FAA's criterion of within “reasonable
. .‘ surface travel time” for potential useps,
et k R \ something important legally if the state
W wants make present users at Honoluth
International relocate to the new air-
«J port. (Dillingham Field does not fit that
criterion, the report says.)

SOME WILL BE unhappy with lhe
Senate committee report, including
some in general aviation who want a
second airport almost as convenient in
location as Honolulu International. **

But the essential public-interest ‘issu¢
1s not just the happiness and conven-
ience of those in general aviation. It is
the lives and safety of people — .in-
cluding many Hawaii residents daily —
who fly in or out of Honolulu Interna-
tional

It is the lives of people here who
would be under a mid-air crash. Ironi-
cally, many live in districts represented
ss of picking a site for a reliever future, a decision needs to be made by legislators who have been opposed
port that is within the e's capa- now on a site for a new airport, and it to Poamoho or almost any reasonable
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should be made by the Legislature. A alternative.
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gs and other factors narrow LEGISLATORS are elected and gu
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