
The booth was built by Maui Airlines and placed at the original commuter terminal, south of the old tower.  

Maui Airlines was a short lived  business venture.  I had just arrived in Maui to reorganize the Maui Flight Center, recently      
acquired by Hemmeter Avia on. We provided avia on gasoline (avgas) to Maui Airlines. When they closed their doors they 

owed money to all.  They didn’t declare bankruptcy, they just le  town. I knew the management and told them that I’m taking 
their booth for payment. They said fine... 
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Late that night, a er the inter‐island flights had ended 
and all was quiet, I had our maintenance staff take the 

forkli  to pick up the booth and bring it to the east ramp.  
Back in 1986, the road from the main terminal to the 
east ramp was right below the end of the runway and 
the forkli  and booth made a slow but easy trip to the 

newly constructed heliport.  

The following morning, Tom Hanche , Airport Manager 
came to my office to inquire about a missing booth. I  

explained Maui Air’s debt for fuel and I was taking the 
booth for payment. He stated that the DOT‐A is also 
owed money and he wanted the booth. I told him it 
would be used as part of our new hot refueling ops           

at the heliport.  

He was a li le disappointed that he didn’t take control of it a day earlier and didn’t have a be er rela onship with the    
booth fairy. At the end of the day... all is well at Kahului Airport. 

Another li le Maui Airlines story... 



Just a er arriving in Maui (April 1986), I temporarily stayed in a condo in Kihei. I got a call from Jeff, who I knew from my days 
at South Pacific Island Airways but now was with Maui Airlines. Jeff was part of the management team at Maui Airlines and 
came over from Honolulu with Bob to do some marke ng for their new airline. They asked me if I would like to have dinner 
with them and I agreed to meet them at a li le place along South Kihei Road. We started with drinks, followed by dinner with 
more drinks.  

Hemmeter Avia on had already been providing fuel to Maui Air and we discussed their plans to expand with addi onal           
airplanes. At the me, Aloha Airlines and Hawaiian Airlines last flights out of Maui back to Honolulu was about 8:00 pm and 
Maui Air was providing flights up to midnight. They felt that there was always people trying to get back to Honolulu a er a 
night in Maui and they would be the only provider of this late night service. 

They showed me complimentary flight coupons they brought with them, that would be used to help with their marke ng 
plan. They hoped to get them out to the right people, so they could experience their great service.  Dinner is over, the drinks 
are not. As the evening con nued, Bob and Jeff started to mingle with the ladies that seemed to be mul plying at this          
establishment. I recognized that the more they drank the more their coupons were being dispensed. I stated that they should 
be a li le more careful  with their flight coupons. These young ladies may not be your target customers.   

I reminded them they had to drive back to the airport  for their late night flight and suggested they take a taxi. They said they 
were fine as they con nued to enjoy the evening. I said my good night and le  them there with their new friends and what 
was le  of their coupons. 

The following day, while at the office, I called Maui Air’s Honolulu office to check on 
Jeff to see if they got back safe and sound and to follow up on some business we    
discussed the night before. The office said that they were in a car accident and both 
were at Maui Memorial Hospital. I hung up the phone and went over to the hospital. 
They were banged up a bit but were being released and preparing to return to      
Honolulu. On their return to the Kahului Airport the previous evening, just before 
midnight, Bob was driving and fell a sleep. Mokulele Highway had sugar cane fields on 
both side of the road for some miles and when they veered of the road and went  
barreling through the cane, they had a head on collision with an abandon car. In the 
middle of a cane field?   

They survived, Maui Airlines not so much.   

 


