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'| Czechoslovakia,

Trial of Seven in Plane Smﬁggling '
to Israel Opens in U.S. Court Here .

Testimony that 10 C-46 Curtiss
Commando planes which had been
service at the Schwimmer Avia-
tion Co. quarters at Lockheed Air
Terminal later were seen in Zatek,
yesterday was
heard at a trial of seven indivi-
duals and a corporation cn charges
of conspiracy to violate the Neu.

1| trality Act by smuggling planes to

Isrpel.
The trial opened before a jury

1in U.S. Judge Peirson M. Hall's
‘|court yesterday. Those on trial
‘lare Adolph W. Schwimmer, for-

mer president of Service Afrways,

‘| Inc., of New York, which is the de-
i|fendant corporation; Herman

Greenspun, of Las Vegas, Nev.;

'|Ray Selk, of 741 S Curson Ave.:

Sam R. Lewis, 133 S Orlando
Ave.; Abe Levin, 6216 Whitsett
Ave., North Hollywood; Leo Gard-
ner, North Hollywood; and Wil
liam Sosnow, New York.

Count Dismissed
Judge Hall dismissed one count

of conspiracy to violate the export |H

control law against each of the de-
fendants on the motion of Defense
Atty. William Strong before testi-

| mony began.

Charles E. Phillips Jr., an air-
plane mechanic employed by the
Schwimmer company, was the
first of more than 50 scheduled

witnesses 1o be called by the gov-

ernment.

He told of seeing the C-46 planes
at the Schwimmer plant and later
observing the same planes at the
airport at Zatek, about 40 miles
east of Prague, Czechoslovakia.

Government Charges
The government charges the de-

fendants conspired to fly thef

planes from the United States to
Israel via Czechoslovakia, where
they were serviced by Commu-
nists behind the Iron Curtain and
arms and ammunition were load-
ed aboard them.

Under questioning by Asst.
U.S. Atty. Herschell E. Chamiplin,
who is prosecuting the case, Phil-
lips testified that he saw the 10
C-46 planes in Burbank in April,
1948, and that they were flown
away shortly afterward.

He said that he and a group of
three other mechanics and a man

he learned later was a pilot sub-
sequently were sent to Rome by
commercial air lines to service
planes.,
Subsequent Travels

When he reached Rome, Phil-
lips said, he was told the planes
were held up in Switzerland and
might be delayed for a few days.
Later, he and the others in his

group were asked if they would

the planes, Phillips testified, and
they agreed. One morning they
took off on what they supposed

was a trip to- Switzerland and|

learned after they had been in
the air two hours that they were
on their way to Zatek, where they
landed a short time later. It was
about that time, in_June, 1948,
that he saw the C-46s which he
had previously observed at the

go to Switzerland and work onlLockheed Air Terminal.
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, 1080 ARMADA DRIVE, PASADENA
> OPEN SUNDAY 10-5. Shown at any time to suit your convanisnce.
$18,500. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths upstairs, moid’s rm. ond bath off garage.
Den aond % bath downstairs, plus dining rm., living rm., kilchen, Walled
= in patio, Excellent condition. Corner lot, Immed. poss,

H. H. ARMISTEAD
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First Congregational Church

SIXTH, HOOVER & COMMONWEALTH
Or. James W. Filleld Jr.

“RELIGIOUS AND ANTI-RELIGIOUS
"FORCES IN OUR CITY”

Wednesday, November 2, 8:00 P.M.




