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Wethersfield, England: The author in the cockpit of Excalibur IV at the end of the 6-hour-and-
88-minute, 3600-mile flight, the first by jet fighters on the direct great-circle route to Europe.

McGuire Air Force Base, New Jersey: (From left) Captain Cesar Martinez, Colonel Blair and
Major Robert C. Tomlinson with the author’s Thunderstreak interceptor just before their take-off.
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An Air Force pilot tells
of the harrowing, tension-
filled hours in a jet fighter
that spanned the Atlantic
on a hush-hush test flight.

By Col. Charles F. Blair, Jr., USAF Res.
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