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Since moving aboard, we usually start
the day by listening to the Caribbean Mari-
time Mobile Net (from 1100 to 1200 UTC)
on 7.237 MHz while we have our coffee in
the cockpit. Lou Bean, KV4JC, the net
oonttoller, is d shining example to hams

ywhere with his courteous behavior, no

mattér hiow trymg the situation. Lou lives

24 hours aﬁer mﬁel ;
message from my fa
Ocean cruising has its

ers who check into the maritime net to give
a daily position report on a long passage,
get on-the-spot weather reports from other
boaters or current updates on conditions
atitheir destination. We also benefit from
the expertise of a variety of talented people,




and that makes cruising safer and more
pleasurable.

Jeanne Kuich, NP2AJ, who has sailed
around the world aboard her boat
Stargazer and writes a column on astro-
nomy for Caribbean Boating, has convert-
ed most of the net regulars into amateur
astronomers with her tips on what to look
for, when and where. Her reports on the
lunar eclipse of August 16, 1989, inspired
many boaters to get together to witness the
event. ..and keep each other awake past
the sailor’s usual early bedtime.

Emergency!

Florence ““Tootie’’ Larkin, WP2ABG,
is a registered nurse who surely must have
been the role model for the spirited Nellie
in the movie South Pacific. Tootie can
always be counted on, whether the situa-
tion calls for consolation or practical
advice.

I’ll never forget a particularly rough
crossing from Culebra, Puerto Rico, to St
Thomas a few years ago when a rogue wave
threw Vince across the cockpit of our boat,
delivering a nasty head wound that left him
dazed and bleeding profusely. Unable to
stop the bleeding, I called Tootie on the St
Thomas 2-meter repeater. While doing her
best to calm me down, she gave me instruc-
tions on how to help Vince and organized
a rescue team of local hams to intercept our
boat.

When we finally sailed into the harbor,
Tootie gave me directions on the 2-meter
net to a mooring they had found for us,
and Tootie and her husband were waiting
there in their dinghy, holding the mooring
lines. They rushed us to the hospital, where
Tootie whisked us right past the admittance
desk and into the emergency room. When
they started to clean Vince’s wound for
stitches, I bolted from the area, knowing
he was in good hands with Tootie there to
supervise!

Tootie and Jim built their 50-foot boat
Allons (French for “Let’s Go!””) in the
sugar cane fields of Louisiana and have
cruised and lived aboard her since 1976. No
ham function on St Thomas would be com-
plete without Tootie’s big pot of creole
jambalaya.

In September 1989, when it became
apparent that Hurricane Hugo would not
miss St Thomas, Drew Johnson, NP2E,
and his wife Christine, WP2AGQ, per-
suaded Tootie and Jim to leave Allons and
take shelter ashore. When the two couples
returned to the harbor following the storm,
both Allons and the Johnsons’ boat, Quest,
were gone without a trace, along with all
of their personal possessions. Without
complaining about her loss, Tootie spent
the next two weeks helping Drew pass
hundreds of health-and-welfare messages
on the radio. Everyone on the Caribbean
Maritime Mobile Net will be cheering when
Tootie and Jim find another boat and we
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Marijane at the controls of Centaurea’s
diminutive ham station.

hear ‘“This is WP2ABG, Tootie, in St
Thomas,’” back on the air.

Bruce Goble, WP4EDC, who runs the
net on Wednesdays and Sundays from the
island of Culebra, Puerto Rico, managed
to salvage his boat, Katrina, which was
washed ashore during Hugo. Bruce, a com-
puter expert, has produced the Caribbean
Maritime Mobile Net Directory, which not
only lists net members and their call signs,
but has such useful information as the
2-meter repeater frequencies for the islands
and information on how to get a recipro-
cal license or permit on the various Carib-
bean islands.

Reciprocal Licenses

For most seagoing hams, once they reach
port and have checked in with customs and
immigration, the next question is: ‘“Where
do I get my reciprocal license?”’

Not only does Bruce stress the impor-
tance of this in his directory, but so does
Ginny Osterholt, KASYLM, who served as
editor of the Seven Seas Cruising Associa-
tion Commodores’ Bulletin for almost 14
years (before succumbing to the call of the
sea herself). The SSCA takes its motto to
‘““Leave a Clean Wake,”’ seriously, and
members who knowingly break the laws of
a host country may be dropped from the
membership. Ginny has reminded members
that these high standards of conduct in-
clude compliance with FCC regulations and
the rules of the country they are visiting.

Maritime operators need to plan in
advance to make sure they have informa-
tion on reciprocal operating agreements
and third-party traffic agreements by
checking with the Caribbean Maritime
Mobile Net, or sending an SASE to the
SSCA or the ARRL with a request for
information on the countries they plan to
visit.

We have found that procedures, cost,

and the time involved to get a reciprocal
license or permit varies greatly. In Road
Town, Tortola, British Virgin Islands, it’s
a short walk to the Office of Telecommu-
nications from the Customs Office, but the
$20 fee (340 for both of us) puts a real dent
in our cruising budget, so we sometimes
exercise the right to remain silent. On
Grenada, there is no fee and it’s simply a
matter of taking a copy of your license to
Mr Gorman, J37AQ, at Grenada Yacht
Services and signing the “guest log’’ for
visiting hams. In Venezuela, we travel to
Caracas, where our reciprocal licenses are
processed in one day. The fee is 105
bolivars, less than $3 US.

Invariably, we’ve found that Amateur
Radio operators in foreign countries are
eager to help and are good sources of local
information. Chuck Roswell, PJ4CR, who
has lived on the Netherlands Antilles island
of Bonaire for 23 years, has taken the trou-
ble to make up an information sheet for
visiting hams. In it, Chuck points out that
third-party traffic is prohibited with the
Netherlands Antilles and that visiting
yachts must go outside the three-mile limit
to operate under the license of their home
country. Because these requirements differ
from country to country, boaters need to
check on the rules that apply to each area
they plan to visit.

In Venezuela, maritime operators can
count on the friendly assistance of
Mauricio Black, YV5LIH, and John
Tomasik, K8HIR, both avid sailors and
ham operators. They have a marine store,
MYS, in Puerto La Cruz, where John
specializes in marine electronics, including

Vince, N6JIB, hoists the jib aboard
Centaurea.




the sale and repair of ham equipment.

MYS became a gathering place for
boaters in Puerto La Cruz last Septem-
ber, who, fortunate to be south of the
hurricane zone, were seeking informa-
tion on the fate of their friends caught
in Hugo's destructive path. Those
without amateur rigs on their boats
listened to firsthand reports of the storm
on the ftransceiver at MYS. This
included a dramatic account from Judy
Ludwig, KP2Q, as the eye of the
hurricane passed over the Puerto Rican
island of Vieques, where Judy and her
husband Herman, NP2BU, had their
boat Rolling Home tucked back in the
IANgroves.

During that tense week, as we
anxiously listened to our ham radio for
reports from or about our friends in the
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, one
bright spot came when Ken Coffer,
N6MKS, aboard the yacht Antoinette
asked if we could give his wife Toni and
their teenage son, Derek, their Novice
exams. Nothing is quite as infectious as the
enthusiasm of someone just getting started
in Amateur Radio, and we were delighted
when Toni and Derek passed their code and
written exams with flying colors.

Aspiring hams -cruising outside the
United States often find it difficult to find
Someone to administer Novice exams. We
find it rewarding to help them get their
start. We feel a real sense of pride when
we later hear them on the air after they have
upgraded.

One of the idiosyncrasies of Amateur
Radio that we find amusing is that so many
close friendships are formed by people
whose only contact has been through ham
radio. This was particularly amazing to me,
as I considered the hobby a great way to
keep in touch with friends we had made
through the Virgin Islands Amateur Radio
Club, but found it quite awkward to try to
carry on a conversation with a total
stranger.

A Phone Patch

While anchored in St George’s Harbor,
Grenada, in October of 1987, I was
monitoring the InterAmerican Traffic Net
when a Colorado Springs operator offered
to do a phone patch for someone in South
America. Curious, I followed them off fre-
quency.

I had just been in Colorado Springs the
month before to be with my family after
my nephew was in a serious accident.
Although he was out of intensive care, he
was still in the hospital and I was anxious
to learn how he was doing.

I waited while Mory Wunderlich,
WABAYNP, handled the patch for the South
American station, and when he was
finished, I asked if he would call my sister,

Vince and Marijane at Indunave Marina in the
Morrocoy National Park, Venezuela.

Gini. Mory briefed my sister on proce-
dures, but he should have briefed me in-
stead. I was the nervous one, and kept
forgetting to say ‘‘over’ at the end of my
transmissions.

From then on, Mory became an impor-
tant link between me and my family.
During our family crisis, we felt like we’d
found a saint to bring us together in spite
of the distance separating us.

When Gini returned to her job and
phone patches were no longer convenient,
I could still rely on Mory to give me
progress reports on my nephew and to let
my family know where and how we were.

Last year, when we sailed from Venezuela
to Puerto Rico, Mory got a chart of the
Caribbean and we kept a daily schedule so
I could give him our coordinates and let
him know how we were faring. Although
Gini wasn’t home, Mory would dial her
telephone number and at the ““beep,’” 1°d
say, ““Hi! This is Marijane, and we are at
13° North, 66° West and having a rough
sail. . .but at least it isn’t snowing here.”’

After her initial surprise, Gini couldn’t
wait to get home from work to check her
answering machine, and being a land-
lubber, was especially relieved to hear of
our safe arrival.

The next time I get back to Colorado to
visit my family, I will include a get-together
with WABYNP and his wife!

Friends

Our chances of meeting other hams who
we hear on the radio are definitely enhanced
if they are also cruising in the Caribbean,
or so we thought. In October 1989, sailing
through the offshore islands of Venezuela,
we heard via the Caribbean Maritime
Mobile Net that Frank, KP2BP, and

Debby, KP2BQ, Lambert, aboard
Deborah, would also be stopping at the
island of Tortuga.

We looked forward to seeing these
two with great anticipation; Debby
sounded like such a nice person, and
Frank is highly entertaining on the radio
with his fish stories, poems to fit any oc-
casion, and his frequent attempts to give
away or get rid of Walker, their ship’s
cat.

After anchoring at Punta Delagado,
on the northeast tip of Tortuga, we
eagerly awaited the arrival of Deborah.
Anticipation turned to concern as dark-
ness fell and their boat was nowhere in
sight.

We got up early the next morning to
fix coffee and listen to the 0600 Voice
of America news about the Friday the
13th stock market crash and to specu-
late on what had happened to Deborah.
At 0700, we tuned to the Caribbean
Maritime Mobile Net on 7.237 MHz.
Frank was the first person to check in.
When I answered his call for NP2AZ,
Frank said:

“I’ve just one thing to ask you,

From this side the Spanish Main;

A question Caribbean,

Begs an answer not in vain!

While markets are a-tremble,

Fears shake Prudential-Bache,

All T want to know is,

What is your QTH?

Or, Where the devil are you, Marijane?”’

Relieved to learn that they had anchored
at the northwest end of Tortuga, we
promised to stay at Punta Delagado until
they arrived. We were not disappointed.
Debby and Frank were charming, outgoing
and humorous. True to form, as we left
their boat that night, Frank tried to talk us
into taking Walker the Cat. ... CES =)
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“DOWN EAST"" NTS NET NEEDS YOU

The Maine Slow-Speed Net is actively look-
ing for more participants. MSSN meets every
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday at 6 PM
Eastern time on 3725 kHz. CW speed ranges
from 5-13 WPM (the average is about
10 WPM). New hams are particularly
encouraged to join in to learn CW traffic net
procedures, get code practice, meet new
friends and enjoy Morse code. NM and NCS
is Carl Ellis, KIUNQ, of Rumford, Maine.
Other NCSs include Bill Mann, W1KX, of
Pittsfield, Maine, and Michelle Noel,
KA1VHI, of Harrison, Maine,

Strays
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