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Ship deaths

= NOAFOLK, Va, (AP} = A& huge
a.;:rl terret packed with gunpow-

'+ rxploded [n flames en the bat-
Teship USS Towa near Puerio
Rico yeslerday, killing 47 saitars
= and ke tall could be higher,
naval spekesmen said,
o It was ene of the wersl maval
disasters sinee the Viet Nam War,
= The death 1l frarm 1he aceident
during a RURAETY ekerciar, "ownd
20 higher, bul we Gon™t know at
this pomtl.” sail L1ACmdr, Sleve
Burnsll, 3 spokeman fer the
Ailantie Fioet, based in Norfolk.
= The explodon ootunred in oo
of the lowa's three hoavily
armored lurrets, each of whic
Fupports 1hre: of the ship's nine
Ab-centimetre (16Inchy guns The
furret was “full of gumpowder,”
taid Lt-Cmdr. Chris Baumann,
annther fleet spokesman,

President Goorge Bush called it
“a great tragedy ind a matter of
terrible sadness ™

“I will 1ake this epportunity 1o
EXpress my regreds, especialy 1o
the farlies of the kids that were
killea ™ Bush said in Washingion

lowa eréwmdn rut oul the lire
An & mineles, flooded several
magazing compartments hokding
exploalves a5 Jlj.ru-:a ution and de
clared the shlp dul of danger,
Baymana sald,

At the time of the blag, ihere
were | B0 prople absard, includ-
Img Yice Adm Jeremiah Johnson,

reat tragedy
ush says

The lowa was met a1 micafies-
ncan by the neasby alrer s carri-
er L3N Coral Sed, which carries
e el acbars and has Jull miedical
facilities, Boumann sald. Helloapr
fees from the Coral Sea Broughl
medical equipmesl Lo the Tows
and {ransferred some injured
crewmien b dhe corrier.

“The ship has pol send a list of
the woonded, They have other
things more Deessisg o worey
abaul.'.' said 14, Rums Grier, an
Atlantic Fieet spokosman.,
~ Meanwhile, sll over the United
Slates distraughl relatives were
belng 1eld of Che deaths of their
Wved pors by navy Tepresants
Lives.

Today, the A%vear-cid ship —
are of the four largest in the 15,
fleet — will sail ta Roosevell
Roads, a Navy bawe I Puerto
RIF.?' Cmdr, Robrrl Fraazmann
i,

The fraining exercise begap
.‘-r.ril 13 amd invobres 19000 poo-
ple aboard 20 V1S, ships theee
allied ships and shore-based air-
grafl, olficials said.

lewa was sacut 530 kilometres
33 miesh mortheast of Paere
Rico when the cxplasion hage
pened.

s 4i-centimetre {16-Inch) guns
were being test-lired, They can
Tere 1042-kilogram (2,700poand)
shells o distance of 37 km (213
miler)

Immediately after ke cxphe

BATTLESHIP TRAGEDY: The 48-yosr-odd lown, one ol
Tour U.8. World War Il vinlage baltieships, is enveloped

slom, Jwa crewmen wend b ac
L
0 They put sut a fire imside the
forward turret, which suppaTts
three of the ship's nine big guns.
O They flocded several compart-
ments holding explosives az a
precaatian.

Figkly mimaies later, the ship

was out of danger,

By midaflernoen, lowas had
drawn up besile Use mearby aic
craft carrlor US3 Coral Sea,
which carrles three doctors ard
hasfull medical faedities

From a charlered jeb, it
damage could be soen on fowa,

Pitot Svend Ovesen said the
Navy bad told aircralt 1o stay &2

in smoke from her huge 41-contimetre (18 inch)

AL PP
gunas.

Aftor yestordsy's disastor, she salled 1o Pusrie Rico,

iiiometres {25 miles) from Lhe
bt “we miged

k close o
for a better view,”
fowd was baill during Warld
War 11, mothballed ustil the Ko
sean War, and mothballed again,
Il was modernized and react-
wated in 184, a1 3 onst of S40%
million, and returned home lasd
year aller service escorling

Euwaill lankers i the Persian
Grigl,
lowa carried President Frank-
Iin [, Heasevelt to Mareoso om the
fiesd !{l"g:uﬂ his laurney to Tehran
In 1543 to meet with Wizston
Charchill and Jasef Stalin 1o dis
cusa the war agaimt Gerrnany,

A batkluh installed an Towa far
that vovage remains aboard,

commander of 115 2rd Fleet.
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