
MEMORIES OF A 'MISHAP'                                                                                                      
How Wellington's Evening Post newspaper reported the mishap to the TEAL Solent Ararangi.  

Written and edited by Stephen Berry 

"TEAL Solent Ararangi pulling away from the pontoon at Evans Bay watched by dozens of well wishers  In the three and a half 
years the Solents operated from Wellington this scene was repeated dozens of times.   

The Solent wears the livery of the period, i.e 1951 to 1954"  



MEMORIES OF A 'MISHAP' -                                                                                                        

How Wellington's Evening Post newspaper reported the mishap to the TEAL Solent Ararangi.  

Written and edited by Stephen Berry 

 

The inauguration of TEAL's Solent flying boat service from Wellington to Sydney in October 1950 was "big 
news" in the capital.  Anything to do with the operation and its passengers were recorded in fine detail by 

Wellington's evening newspaper.  Inbound passengers of note were faithfully recorded in the day's           
Personal Column, a sample of which can be seen below.  

      Evening Post 23 October 1951  



So, when the TEAL Solent flying boat Ararangi lost her starboard float when landing at Wellington's Evans Bay 
on the morning of 17 October 1951, the newspaper went into overdrive.  At the time, the Solents had been 
on the trans Tasman service for just over a year and their individual names were known by most                     
Wellingtonians.   

   

Instead of reporting that a TEAL Solent did this, or did that, the papers referred to them by name, such as 
RMA Ararangi, RMA Aotearoa, RMA Awatere or RMA  Aranui.  RMA stands for Royal Mail Aircraft, in the 
same way as the trans Atlantic liner Queen Mary is always referred to as RMS Queen Mary (Royal Mail 
Ship).  After all, the flying boats were ships of the air!  

Evening Post 18 October 1951  









WET WELCOME  



Evening Post 19 October 1951  



Evening Post 19 October 1951  



TEAL Solent Ararangi in the incomplete Evans Bay pontoon  



Evening Post 19 October 1951  



Evening Post 18 October 1951  



Evening Post 18 October 1951 

Evening Post 19 October 1950  



Evening Post 20 October 1951  



Evening Post 22 October 1951  



Evening Post 23 October 1951  



Evans Bay, Wellington, New Zealand  


