Naostaleic Memoties

Announcerent that The Gloahe o
and Mail has taken delivery of a ¢
twin - encine anphihian Grumman
NMaliard ship— & grand <y of the
very  latest design — givwes this
writer an attacrk of nostala:a. His
memory turns back to the dayvs of
the original-"Flyving Newsroom.™ a°
Dellavilland twin-engine Rapide. in’
which he visited many out-of-the-!
way mining  spots in  Quebec.!|
'Omarm and Manitoha nine wmsi
ago. The last trip was started nt*'
 Minaki in July, 19G7. thence tn Rice:
Lake, Manitoha. eastward to ﬂthﬂrq
lakes. including Beresford. Red®,
Lake, Confederation, Long-legged, |
 Golden Armi. Rowe. Uchi. Casum-
mit, Old Woman. Pickle and many
others. Set down at Pickle Lake
for three davs by fog. we lRter’
| made it to Sioux Lookout on orders
. from Toronto that the plane Was
needed for a fishing rip. Never .
wili that 800-mile homeward flight
be forgotten. Fram Siwoux to Port
Arthur in the finest of sunny|
weather, over Silver Islet and Lake!
Superior—skimmed at elevation of |
500 feet—to Sault Ste. Marie and:
down the Georgpian Boyx coast tov
Lake Huron., cross <ountry tol
anchorage at the foot of Bay St.:.
Under the careful piloting o™=Capt. g
Jim Crang and the mechanical care
nf Don Murra), the twin-motored
beauty was biought in without a;
Iscratch on her, though every lake
we visited had been a new adven-
ture. Within a few minutes after
tirup but a twisted tangle of stcell
remained—a sacrifice to fire from
& static spark on the metal nozile;
iof the refueling hose. Desks maps,
silver - mounted l;rpeun'iter -~ oft;
twhich most of this wrniter's \\arkl
was done in the air—went up in a;
twinkling of the eve, with the per-
sonal belongings of pilot &nd me-
chanic. who dived off a wing into
the lake. The loss was around 330
000. That was on Aug. 21, 1837
One who travels by air over long
diztances, as we did, locks upon he
' that carties him as a living
thing and its destruction as a real

personal loss. But the experience
‘ g:nIned on those never-lo-be-forgot-|
ten trips was without price. Per-
[ hape there will be a chance to take
|another in this new, grand ship of
lthe alr. At least we hope so. Any-
way, here's luck and happy land-
ings 1o the Grumman Mallard. May

t she {1y well and true.
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