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{ 5 o Age U Basilio Calallero Monbanez - 36 Jose Manuel Velazquez
; E;;E;o Hats Grande Ccalle la Fe #2h
'5 pef. 15 Apt. 90

tarsio Padre Riveria
Darrio Patagonia #9%
Eumacac, PR Humaco, PR
Nola construction Company - St Thomas
Bos 191l V1
We too

x off at 3:30 and then everything was going fine.

Lbvout 1@ cr 15 minutes
away from St. Thomas one engine went put-putfut.

Tre plane started wiggling back
and forth. Tie captain started pumping the puqFon top, pumping and pumping. The

engine statted up agaiNee ..o JuIx Just one engine went off., The engine started.

For a few seconds he pumped some more—and both went out...started wiggling and tien
went out. The captain sald to get the life preservedrs, He started to take it down
slow, slow, slowly. We bounced three times, hit cne big wave and the plane went
over and knocked the whole front end out. There were 3=L foot waves going every
which ﬁay. They were going all different ways.

Most of the people CZtak’pcakiiE went out the front. Some went out the back.
The door opened by itself.

Everybody had life preservers execept. two fellows and
they stayed on the plane. °

(Vhy didn't they have 1ifa_preservens?) They didn't understand the pilot. They

were panickng - when they saw the others, they were looking everywhere and couldn't
find them.

The two fellows stayed on the plane until it went down.

(What did the captain do?)

ke was all smashed up. He was 100 jemxe yards away. That was how far 1t knocked him
ZWaY »

(iny couldn!t the two fellows find tle life preservers?)

Trey were all upset. 1 don't know if they looked.

(vhat happened after the plane was in the water?)

zZverybody had life precservers and were getiing

or:anized on top of the boat. Four
or [ive got life preservers and inflated them. The boat started going d wm.

Tre
hoat went down in a good 5 to 10 minutes.




The boa't WaS: laying on its back. The whole front end was out. Then the boat went

Hose Tivst straight down. Everybody ctarted floatlng.

pilot and tho Joman and Jose stayed togetherall the time.

The

ayried couples stayed togethers.:

fovand I stayed tiogether.
i try staying alive. Waves vere cming in gretty high.

the Tgland; bub’ noth:r.ng o

miro or three hours: lster the planes vere cireling around. Ve sav a whole bunch
thiat kept going back.and forth,. put ‘didn't see us. -Then the helicopter come.

There was an-dir. boat. from the Navy, £7om thé base.

‘The Planes kep‘c, c:.rclmg.'
It was something 1ike a. goose,, ‘bul biggers
-something about +the,pilot going on the radio,

. He got h the radio and started. saying'illied Airboats calling in, welre going

ispeaker and held on %o the

(You. men'bioned what G4 he say?)

_ down’ thenthel ‘dropped the (he used hand motions 1o

“When ‘the helicopters ‘came they dropped some: kind of & steel baskebs They picked

' up the conples first; then e_frqe apd hin, (Bas:le) and then the PAAOY ) A L i
No fish came mear uS. |
T saw him. (the p:Llot) in the k= water. He wa's' all cut up. On his :f'-a-c_el, it wasn't
yet - whole side; of his face - L

blood, but ‘bhlck stuff - la.ke liver not fried
d!id;n_’\ﬁi 5e6 -h-:.':s _l_e'-gs,-p--
The; doctor got a finger cut up, a few bruises and scratohes.

\ - © . ‘end



