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Vietnam defoliant first tested on auai

Agent Orange, the extremely toxie
herbicide used in Vietnam to strip
AWAY eng¢my cover, now under at-
tack as a possible cause of birth de-
fects and cancer, was tested on
Kaual in 1167-64.

The herbicide was ane of 20 chems-
cals lested for the Army by the
University of Hawail's Department
of Agroramy and 501l Science. A
series of four tests were conducted
between July 24, 1967 and carly 1068,
according to the repart prepared at
the Lime.

Tht arcas involved in the tests
were all in the upper Waillus Valley
on Kaual,

The {irst section was on the Sam
Thronas leasehold in the Wallua
Game Refuge, about 1wo miles north
of the U.H. Kauai branch agricultur-
al experimentation center.

Part of the second series of Lests
were in this same general arca, and
the other part was about Lwo miles
south, Just west of the Bauxite Rec-
lamuation Project

Series three was In the Waikiko
Black reforestatlion project,
Hannhanupuni, and the fourth was
at Hanohanapuni and st Moalepe

At the time of the tests nrws
stories reported the purpose of the
chemical evaluation was 1o defer-
mine U nerial spraving would be
elfective lor reclaiming jungle wet-
lands in the atate,

The stories did not name the par-
ticular herbicides boing tested

The real reason the Army funded
iNe project, accerding to Otto
Younge, one of the four scientists
who were In chorge of the operation,
wis to ser how cifective the chemi
cils would be [or defolintion in Viet
ndm,

UThey ithe chemicals) were
sprayed mostly of jungle growth™
sald Younge, “we were trying (o de
folinte. The dea was 10 eliminate
thie forest cover for use in Vietnam. ™

Others, however, sald that while
the funding came from the Army for
Vietnam-related research, what
prompted local interest an the
prajiect was the hope of Ninding ellec-
tive means of wetlands clearing

Besides Agent Orange, which b a
rraxture of chemicals 2.4-D and 2,45
T; at least 1wo other herbicides con-
taining 2.4.5-T were uied

The chemicals 24,5T and Silvex
wpre recently placed on emergency
syspension’ by the federal Environ:
mental Protection Agency beCause
there is a possible link to miscar:
rigges. Studies are 1o be made o
determine if the use of the herba
cides should be banned forever.

These particular herbicides, and
Ayent Orange, have a deadly im-
pority called Dioxin connected with
ihern. Digxin poisoring has been
wdentified as a severe health harard,
bot generally in fairly large doses.

“Some Vietnam velerans who came
it contact with Agent Orange have
charged 1hat illneises -Lhey. suffer
were caused by their handling or

neamess 1o the defoliant

The Kauail tesl report mentions no
analysls for presence of Dioxin at
the Lime of the tests, bul several
chemical experts contacied recently
said they doubled there would be
any bulldup of dioxin since not that
much of the herbicides wan sprayed
in the study -

In the Ksuai lests, caulon was
taken to protect those directly in
volved in the project, according to
the reporl. During the testing “‘com
plele precautions were taken in han
dling the chemicals Each person
wan required to wear gloves, gox:
gles, respirators and aproas or
coveralls. Aircraft props were cutl-
off duning loading to ensure safety
from chemical backwash and care-
lessress

The chemicals were sprayed (rom
an airplane by Murrayarr Lid

Other agents that were sprayed
dunng the testing were Diquat, 2.4-D
butyl ester, diesel oll, several name
Brand surfactanis, paraquat, caco-
dylic acid. picloram-polassium salit
ansd & few more

Analysis was made ol the chem)-
cals by themselves and In Conjunc-
tion with others on how well they
eliminated the ground cover and
tree leaves There were about 23
types of vegetation in the areas
studied, ranging from trees to ferns
10 Erasses

Some of the areas used (n the test
ing are currently pasturelands. The
countryside wias burned ofl following
the defoliation, and resecded with
grass. Cattle now graze oa the lands,
apparently with no Ul effect

Areas in the reforestation arcas
also were to be burned off and plant-
ed with more native vegelation, but
rains prevented this

As a resuit, melastoma, a hardy
shrub which will grow densely into
thickets, has overwhelmed the land.
according to Ralph Daechler. Kauat
distnct forester

Dachler did say the defoliation
“helped reduce costs of site prepora:
tion,”” and that most the herbleides
were consumed by the vegetation
that was subsequently killed, and not
by the soll

This Walwl tree, or strawberry guava, Is bare of leaves three

Rep. Kamalii speaks out
Mob’s misuse of aloha deplored

Hawailan concepts of aloha,
“ohana™ and “kokun™ have heen
used to justify the existence of
organized crime in Hawall, Republi
can State Rep, Kinau Kamalil has
charged

“What must be condemned 1s the
mistaken and dan-
gerous linkage of
authentic cultural
statements wilh
organized crime,’”
KRamalii said in
the text of o
speech yesterday
to the Daughters o
of the British Em- \X
pire m;;n::ng at Nl g
Liberty L&, :

“It 15 an insult Kamalti
1o the dignity and pride of all Hawal-
lans to condone or excuse criminal
activity because it masquerades as
an expression of native values ™

Hecent interest in localism and
Hawaitana — the ““Hawalian Renais-
sance”” — has been '"abused by
some” to justify criminality and vio-
lence, Kamalil said,

“In particular, 1 am outraged by
those who tolerate organized crime
in Hawail because it is 'local’’ she
said. b .

She polnted out that "localism'’

became an bssue in the recent exlor
tion trial involving Takeo Yamauch
and Gordon Nagata, One of the
Issues in the trinl was that the jur)
may have believed Nagata violated
the gambler's code, Ramalil said

cyas this 4 Jury that voled (o up-
hold the gamblers’ code instead of
the law? "' she azsked

Bevond that, however, Kamali
complained that the (rial may have
heen a case of 'local'” versus “out-
sider. ™

“As Adveruser reporter Walter
Wright persuasively argued in a
commentary last Sunday, the tnal
was @lso consciously cast as a local
versus-Mainland haole confronta-
tion,"' she said.

“in effect, the jury actually may
nave voted asgainst Mr. (MichaeD
Sterrett, the prosecutor in the trial
and the head of the FBI sirike force
in Hawail."

Another community value which
has been "subverted” to crime is the
concept of “'ohana' or extended
{amily., Kamalil said.

Ohana embraces within it the idea
of taking care of vour own, Kamaliy
said, which fits the intgrests of
organized crime Obligations are
\ncurred, favors granted and crime
extends its hold, she suggested
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Orange on Kaual in 1968

Thus. 10 kokus — to help or aw
sisl someone In necd — also be
comes a pervene contradiction of
the original BolOR. Mot exaclly @
payolf of bribe, to kokua may be
the most insidious access pointl of
organized crime inlo our sd<ial and
governmenial circles

s the svadicale active in Waikik
showrooms®™ Weil, of they are, IU's
only to kokua local entertuiners, 1o
assure that they are not replaced by
vacationing Las Vegas acts. They're
only protecting our own. anolher
version of chana

cand f a political candidate needs
hig-name local enleriainment? Well

the entertainers will kokus | they're

md.ﬁth-t alter being sprayed wlih ;\rnl
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asked by the same people who pro
tected thelr Joba ™

Once the candidate is elected, Lhe
influence extends even further 1o
board and commiasions where 'even
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more conlacts can be made and:

more [avors given, she suid,
An answer o the problem, Kami-

hii concluded, would be Lo beel up the'

state Crime Commission and give i
¢ivil immunity oy report on the c-
tivities of organized crime

“Our pride in being na keiki ¢ ka -
aina. children of the land, demands -

that we [reely and openly Invesl):
gate, prosecute and inform afl ofthe

people when the [ine lines of chana.

kokua and aloha are violated ™
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TAME THE
JUNGLE
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